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amongst them, but a hill-woman of the Apennines was
my foster-mother, and I know how critical they are, and
always have been, of their rulers. Mussolini is loved as a
representative Italian; the country is proud of his wit,
wisdom, energy, audacity, and of his influence on the
world; but he would come crashing from his high estate
if he became incapable or even very unlucky. The
Italians are less easily fooled than any other race in
Europe (except, perhaps, the Greeks), and they would
never endure for long a Government that did not repre-
sent the will of the people.

The average Englishman seems incapable of believing
this. He cannot get the idea out of his head that the
Italians would really like to be governed as the English
are, and that Fascism is an unfortunate mistake, due to
foreigners being an inferior people. He will not see that
people organized in occupational groups can express their
views and manage their affairs as freely as people organ-
ized in geographical groups. When a minority holds the
balance of power in a democratic Parliament, you have
the rule of a faction, whether it be the rule of Socialists,
or the rule of financiers, or an unholy alliance of both.
Anyway, it no longer represents the real will of the
people.

Fascism has come to stay. Changes there will be, as in
all human institutions, but it is most unlikely that during
this century Italians will ever again elect representatives
on a geographical basis or depart very far from the prin-
ciples of the Corporate State.

A modern dictator, we must remember, is far from
being all-powerful Even Mussolini cannot do what he
likes in Italy; he can only move with the support of public
opinion. In the early years of his regime he wanted to
reorganize the army, but had to withdraw the measure
he contemplated, owing to the criticism it aroused. He